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TO:  Mayor David J. Narkewicz  

FROM:  Susan Wright, Finance Director for Whiting Street Fund Committee 

              Kris Bissell, City Treasurer/Collector 

DATE:  January 23, 2018 

RE:  Recommendations from the Whiting Street Fund Committee 

The newly formed Whiting Street Trust Fund Committee issued its first-ever grant application for 

local organization and agencies to address food insecurity.  This committee, charged with 

overseeing the distribution of income earned on the fund held in trust by the City, prepared a 

grant application to seek proposals to carry out the mission set out by Mr. Whiting Street in his 

will of 1875.  Proposals were due on January 5, 2018 and the Committee received four proposals 

seeking funding to address the need for food assistance in Northampton.  The Committee was 

charged with recommending the distribution of $20,000 from the trust fund.  

The Committee met on January 16, 2018 and reviewed the applications, ranking them in order of 

responsiveness to the criteria set out in the grant.  The criteria required that the funds be 

targeted specifically to a project that would address food insecurity for low-income residents of 

the city.  The rankings were then used to develop the recommended distribution of funds which 

reflect the strength of the grant request and the degree to which the program met the criteria.  

The recommendations are as follows: 

MANNA Soup Kitchen:  MANNA has provided meals for hungry people in Northampton for the 

past thirty-one years.  They serve four lunches and one dinner, 52 weeks of the year through the 

collaboration of a volunteer board, head chef and countless weekly volunteers.  They serve over 

20,000 meals per year and also deliver meals on holidays to the homebound.  They requested a 

grant from the Whiting Street Fund to purchase a used van to replace their current aging van 

that has over 175,000 miles and will not pass its next state inspection.  The van is essential to 

their operations as it is used to retrieve food donations as well as meal and food delivery to local 



shelters.  They proposed the purchase of a used van for $10,000 and requested $5000 from the 

Trust and planned to raise the remaining $5000 through fundraising efforts.   The Committee 

wants MANNA to be able to purchase a better quality van and therefore is recommending an 

award of $10,000 to be matched with an additional $5,000 to allow for a total of $15,000 for a 

better quality used van. 

Northampton Survival Center:  The Northampton Survival Center, in its thirty-ninth year of 

operation, is an emergency food pantry with a mission to improve the quality of life for low-

income individuals and families throughout Hampshire County by providing nutritious food and 

other resources.  They requested a $20,000 grant from the Whiting Street Fund to support the 

Basic Nutritional Needs Program which provides a healthy seven day supply of food for each 

member of every household that comes to them.  The funds would also be used toward the cost 

of operating the pantry that supplies additional fresh produce and baked goods offering as much 

flexibility as possible in food choices, so that dietary needs, cultural preferences and tastes can 

be accommodated.  The Committee is recommending an award of $5000 to the Survival Center 

for support of the Basic Nutritional Needs Program.   

Grow Food Northampton, Inc.:  Grow Food Northampton Inc. operates a 120-acre community 

farm that provides access to land and markets for local farmers using sustainable practices and 

selling to local markets. They also manage a large community garden, the vibrant downtown 

Tuesday Market, and many programs providing food access to low-income families and 

educational opportunities for young people.  They requested $20,000 for support for their four 

incentive-based Food Access initiatives which make it more convenient and more affordable for 

low-income residents to purchase healthy food produced by local farmers.  Those initiatives are: 

SNAP Share, Red Bag Senior Share, Red Bag Family Share, Tuesday Market SNAP Matching.  The 

Committee is recommending an award of $5000 to Grow Food Northampton for support of their 

Incentive-based Food Access Initiatives.   

Per the Administrative Code of the City for the Whiting Street Fund Committee, the Committee 

shall make recommendations to the Mayor for the distribution of funds to nonprofit agencies for 

the sole purpose of providing direct financial assistance to low-income Northampton residents 

and will recommend annually one or more nonprofit agencies to which the funds should be 

distributed.    Please accept this memorandum as the recommendation of the Committee for the 

2018 distribution of the Whiting Street Fund.   

 


